
A​NNOTATED​ B​IBLIOGRAPHY 
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W​ORTH​ 20% ​OF​ ​TOTAL​ ​CLASS​ ​GRADE 

● Includes rough/final draft, peer review, and media remix 

A​PPROX​. 1250-1500 ​WORDS  

A​SSIGNMENT  
In the exploratory essay, you examined a text that interested you in some way, and you 
explored your investment in that text’s topic and possible questions that text raised. Now, 
you should develop a research question and start finding sources that will help you gain a 
deeper understanding of your chosen topic. 
 
We are still in inquiry mode. You shouldn’t be looking for a definitive answer to anything 
yet. Instead, think about this assignment as a chance to find out what research has been 
done related to your topic/question and what different angles there are to your topic.  
 
The annotated bibliography should include the following: 

● A short introductory paragraph (4-5 sentences or more) in which you generally 
describe and summarize your topic 

● 6 entries (6 sources evaluated for reliability and relevance to research topic). 
(Norton chapters 15, 48-50) 

o Two (2)​ peer reviewed, academic articles 
o One (1)​ digital or media source which is not strictly text, e.g., a podcast, Ted 

Talk, documentary, etc. 
o Three (3)​ other reliable/credible sources of your choice (within reason) 
o ZERO (0)​ entries from Wikipedia, History.com, InfoPlease, or other 

encyclopedia-style resources 
● Each entry should include: 

o bibliographic information in MLA or other approved style,  
o a short original (written by you) summary of the source,  
o and an evaluation of the source (how it might help you answer your research 

question, how reliable the source is, the reliability/credibility of the source, 
and/or how this source fits into a larger discussion of its topic, etc.) 

● 2-3 ending paragraphs that synthesize your sources. Discuss the patterns you are 
seeing between sources, what gaps you see in your research, and how you intend to 
move forward from the annotated bibliography into your researched essay (see 
Norton p. 735 for a good model of this type of synthesis). 

● A writing style and grammatical choices that effectively communicate your ideas to 
readers. 



A​SSIGNMENT​ G​OALS 
1. To acquire research skills  
2. To apply those skills by writing useful summaries/analyses as annotations 
3. To use and understand the conventions of citations within a chosen style 
4. To compile a repository of information for your research essay 

I​MPORTANT​ N​OTE​ ​ABOUT​ A​VOIDING​ A​CADEMIC​ M​ISCONDUCT 
Be sure that the summaries of your sources are completely original to you. Don’t borrow 
language from abstracts or prewritten summaries you may find as you do your research. 
Read your sources completely and carefully and then write your summaries and 
evaluative material for each entry. Improperly borrowing language or copying prewritten 
summaries is a form of academic misconduct. 
 
Also, remember that you may not use this annotated bibliography for any other course 
nor may you reuse a bibliography or annotations from a previous course (even high 
school).  This is considered “duplicity” i.e., duplicating and receiving credit for multiple 
assignments with a single body of work, and falls within the terms of academic 
misconduct. 

A​UDIENCE​ ​AND​ P​URPOSE 
You and your teacher are the first audience for this annotated bibliography; it will be a 
resource that will help you write the next assignment for this class.  However, I encourage 
you to think beyond this dynamic and imagine that your audience is instead another 
student who is researching a similar topic and may be relying on your work as a source. 
 
When you publish this annotated bibliography to your website, it will be a resource for 
other people who are potentially interested in your topic. If you end up using your website 
as a professional or student portfolio, the annotated bibliography becomes a chance to 
show off your research and critical thinking skills. 

F​ORMAT 
For submission to Turnitin for grading, follow MLA format -- typed, double-spaced, 12-pt 
Times New Roman font or other similar font​, ​standard 1” or 1.25” margins.  
 
For publication to your ePortfolio website, you’ll need to make decisions about how to 
best present your information on the webpage. You’ll use links, visuals, white space, 
headings, etc. 

BBL S​UBMISSION​ I​NSTRUCTION 



1. Title your paper EN 102 Annotated Bibliography YOURLASTNAME. 
2. All papers should be submitted in Blackboard through the “Essay #2 - Annotated 

Bibliography” link found in the Unit Two folder. Example: Course Homepage → 
Unit Two → Essay #2 - Annotated Bibliography. 

3. Students should use Firefox or Chrome to submit their essay as a DOCX or PDF 
only. Blackboard sometimes has significant issues reading other file types. Apple’s 
Safari browser often will not complete a submission. 

4. Emailed assignments or assignment shared from Google Drive will not be accepted. 


